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The Texas Education Agency’s Education Service Centers 
(ESC) continually seek new and innovative ways to support 
educators as they prepare the future workforce of Texas. 
70 percent of the fastest growing job categories in Texas 
will require some form of post-secondary education, 
according to the Texas Workforce Commission. That’s 
why the ESCs are committed to meeting the state’s 
college and career readiness goals.

This involves demonstrating the value of college to 
all students, and helping the community’s many first-
generation students overcome obstacles to college. More 
than 60 percent of students in Texas are from economically 
disadvantaged families, and many are among the first in 
their families to attend college. Often these students face 
added challenges navigating college admissions. 

THE CHALLENGE

The Texas Education Agency’s Education Service Centers 
provide local support to Texas’s Independent School 
Districts, charter schools, and private schools through 
programs, professional development, and innovative 
resources.

Texas Virtual College Fair

THE SOLUTION

THE RESULTS

To open up new avenues of opportunity for all students, 
Texas ESCs partnered with CollegeWeekLive to create the 
first-ever Texas Virtual College Fair. High school students 
across Texas were invited to join this free event so they 
could chat online with college admissions counselors. 
Hosted at CollegeWeekLive.com, the Texas Virtual College 
Fair gave students the opportunity to connect directly 
with colleges and universities and get answers to their 
personal questions about degree programs, admission 
requirements, scholarships, and more. 

During the event, students:
• Chatted online with college admissions counselors
• Learned about the 23+ participating colleges and 

universities 
• Watched live webcasts on college readiness 

Prior to the event, CollegeWeekLive built college profile 
pages for each of the 23 participating colleges and 
universities, and created marketing materials to make it 
easy for educators to invite students to the online college 
fair. In addition, CollegeWeekLive provided the ESCs with 
dedicated technical support and training prior to and 
during the virtual college fair. 

The Texas Virtual College Fair was a success, with more than 1,700 high school students from 250 high schools across 
the state participating. Students chatted online with admissions counselors and asked many thoughtful questions 
about preparing for college. During the event, the students researched colleges, visiting more than 5,000 college pages.
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